GERMANY   THE   AGGRESSOR
made. For the Treaty of Tilsit (July yth 1807)
was an instrument not merely of pacification, but
of active alliance. The two dictators, Alexander
and Napoleon, agreed to divide Europe into two
spheres of influence: the one was to have a free
hand in the east, that is, to annex Finland (which
he did in 1809), to coerce Sweden, to partition
Turkey, to dominate the Lower Danube and the
Black Sea. The other was to have a free hand in
the west, that is, to establish a complete French
ascendancy over Germany, Italy, the Spanish penin-
sula, the Netherlands, and Denmark. Only Britain
stood in the way of the accomplishment of their
designs, so they concerted measures for the
destruction of Britain.
It is no part of our present business to tell how
Britain escaped from the snares laid for her annihila-
tion.   What we have to note is what happened as
the consequence of the Tilsit conspiracy to Germany
in general and to Prussia in particular.   Poor Prussia
came out of the conference badly mutilated.   Her
long career of selfishness, violence, and fraud had
left her friendless and isolated.   Napoleon, indeed,
wanted to extinguish her altogether, and hand over
her territory  to  his  brother, Jerome Bonaparte.
Alexander, however, persuaded him to be content
with about one half,    (i) He took away all the
Prussian lands west of the Elbe and gave them to
Jerome ;   (2) he converted the bulk of the Polish
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